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men from an overcrowded calling, and it
ensured that for a generation there should
be a majority of clergy convinced of the
older views.

All this, however, did not affect the character
of the Church. A Church, or a nation in its
religious aspect, dpes not lose its identity
when it changes some of its views, any
more than a philosopher or a politician.
And it must be borne in mind that the change
was not in the object, but in some of the acces-
sories and mechanisms of religion. Nor
must it be forgotten that the position of the
Pope had been rendered doubtful by the
conciliar movement. It had been widely
taught, and not authoritatively denied, that
a Council is superior to the Pope. The
world might have been quite wrong in its
subservience to him, and a General Council
might any day reconstruct the faith and
practice of Christendom. It was no assault
on an uncontested authority when Luther
and tit?? other reformers appealed to a future
Council to decide between them and the
Pope, and when Bonner, the future Marian
bishop, appealed to the same tribunal against
Henry's excommunication by Rome. The
supreme government of the Church had become
an open question, and conservative church-